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CROW PHOTOGRAPH EXHIBIT ENHANCED BY DANCE PERFORM ANCE, LECTURES
M ISSOULAAn exhibit of tum-of-the-century photographs depicting life on the Crow Reservation comes
to a peak on The University of Montana's Missoula campus Thursday through Saturday, Jan. 26-28
with speeches, receptions and a performance by the Little Big Horn College Dancers.
The exhibit, "Fred E. Miller: Photographer of the Crows," features 104 sepia-toned
photographs printed from glass-plate negatives, along with narratives by contemporary' Crow tribal
members. Miller and his wife lived on the Crow reservation and were adopted into the tribe.

I his

allowed him to photograph the Indians with an intimacy and knowledge shared by few of his
contemporaries.
The three-day program, "Crow in Full Circle," is designed to complement the Miller exhibit,
add to the educational experience and give a well-rounded perspective about the show, said Cathryn
Mallory, director of UM’s Gallery of Visual Arts. All events are free.
A highlight of the week will be a Saturday evening performance by the Little Bighorn
College Dancers, a group of about 30 students, faculty and family members from Little Big Horn
College in southeast Montana. The performance will begin at 8 pm . in the Masquer Theatre of
UM’s Performing Arts and Radio/Television Center.
Linda Pease, director of the Little Bighorn College cultural center, said the dancers will
present about eight traditional Crow and contemporary Native American dances. Pease said the
-more-
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Crow dances use a traditional pattern passed down from generation to generation.
"The patterns aren’t set, except for one or two," she said. "They are basically composed by
the person as they move."
The show will feature songs by Mary Liz Berg, a Native American composer and performer.
Pease said Berg’s songs, performed in "kind of a folk rock style" describe Native American life
today. The performance will be followed by a public reception.
The week’s events also include two public lectures on Crow life and history. Philip
Beaumont Sr., a member of the Crow nation, will discuss the relationship between Indian culture
and the Bureau of Indian Affairs during the late 1800s and early 1900s, at 7 p.m. Thursday in the
Masquer Theatre.
On Friday, Frederick Hoxie, an expert in Crow history and author of "The Crow," a history
of the Crow tribe in Montana, will speak at 4 p.m. in the Masquer Theatre. Hoxie will discuss his
research on Crow Reservation life with emphasis on the years 1880-1936, a period that coincides
with Miller’s photography.
Miller’s photographs were taken between 1898 and 1912 while he was working for the
Bureau of Indian Affairs on the Crow reservation near Hardin. He adopted Crow customs and
learned to communicate with the people of the tribe. Because of this intimacy, Miller had access to
areas of Crow life usually closed to outsiders.
A public reception will be held from 5 to 6:30 p.m. Friday in the Gallery of Visual Arts,
where Miller’s photographs will be on display through Feb. 24. The gallery, on the first floor of
the Social Science Building, is open from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. Monday through Saturday.
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The photo exhibit was organized and is being toured nationally by the Smithsonian
Institution Traveling Exhibition. Locally, the exhibit is sponsored by the UM President’s Office,
School of Fine Arts, Gallery of Visual Arts and The University of Montana Foundation.
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